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CHARTER FOR SUSTAINABLE AND CULTURAL TOURISM

Cross-border region: Bulgaria — Turkey

Municipality of Sredets

Municipality of Malko Tarnovo

Municipality of Vize

Municipality of Kaynarca

(Integrates the principles of tourism users, international cultural tourism, and national and
international policies for sustainable development)

MOTO OF THE CHARTER

“One nature. One culture. One sustainable future.”

1. INTRODUCTION

This Charter for Sustainable and Cultural Tourism has been developed as a strategic document to
promote the sustainable development of tourism in the cross-border region between the
municipalities of Sredets and Malko Tarnovo of the Republic of Bulgaria and the municipalities of Vize
and Kaynarca of the Republic of Turkey.

The territory is characterized by a rich natural, historical and cultural heritage located in the Strandzha
region, the Black Sea basin and Eastern Thrace. The region has significant potential for the
development of cultural, ecological, rural, adventure and cross-border tourism.

The main objective of the Charter is to create a common framework for sustainable management of
tourism resources, protection of natural and cultural heritage and increasing the competitiveness of
the tourist destination.

2. GENERAL INFORMATION

Tourist territory
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The Charter covers the territory of:
Republic of Bulgaria

Municipality of Sredets
Municipality of Malko Tarnovo
Republic of Turkey

Municipality of Vize

Municipality of Kaynardzha

The territory forms a single tourist area, united by:
4 Strandzha Mountain
+ The Black Sea Region
4 The Thracian Cultural Heritage
+ The Transboundary Natural Ecosystems

3. MISSION AND VISION

Mission
To create a sustainable cross-border tourist destination that preserves natural and cultural heritage,
stimulates the local economy and improves the quality of life of local communities.

Vision
By 2035, the Sredets - Malko Tarnovo - Vize - Kaynardzha region will be recognized as a leading cross-
border destination for sustainable, cultural and environmentally friendly tourism in the Balkans.

4. MAIN GOALS

Strategic Goal 1

Protection of natural and cultural heritage.
Strategic Goal 2

Development of sustainable tourism products.
Strategic Goal 3

Increasing the tourist attractiveness of the region.
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Strategic Goal 4
Creation of new jobs.
Strategic Goal 5

Improving the quality of tourism services.

5. PRINCIPLES OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Sustainability

Nature conservation

Cultural heritage preservation
Local community participation
Equality and accessibility
Innovation and digitalization
Cross-border partnership
Responsible resource management

FEEEFEF

6. TYPES OF TOURISM IN THE REGION
Cultural and historical tourism
Bulgaria

+ Archaeological reserve "Deultum - Debelt" Sredets

+ Ethnographic Museum Sredets

+ Monuments of megalithic culture - villages of Dolno Yabalkovo, Belevren and Kirovo,
Sredets municipality: Dolmen "Lozenski dol"; Dolmen "Pasha dere"; Dolmen "Vlahov
dol

+ Historical Museum Malko Tarnovo

+ Thracian sanctuary Mishkova niva

+ Begliktash

Turkey
+ Vize Antik Tiyatrosu
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+ Aya Nikola Manastiri

Ecotourism
4+ Strandzha Nature Park
+ forest routes
+ bird watching
4+ botanical tourism

Rural tourism
4+ guest houses
+ local cuisine
+ farms
+

Adventure tourism
+ cycling routes
+ hiking trails
+ off-road routes

Culinary tourism
4 Strandzha manov honey
+ dairy products
4 traditional Thracian cuisine
+ local wines

7. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS

Tourists have the right to:
+ Safety
+ Reliable information
+ Quality service

Tourists are obliged to:

+ Comply with the laws
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+ Protect nature
+ Respect local traditions

The tourism business is obliged to:

e Comply with environmental standards
e Ensure safety

o Offer correct services

8. INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUSTAINABILITY
Priority

improving tourism infrastructure
development of cycle paths
construction of information centers
digitalization of tourism services
use of renewable energy

waste management

FEEEFF

9. EDUCATION AND PARTNERSHIP
Main partners
+ municipalities
museums
community centers
tourism organizations
universities
local businesses
non-governmental organizations
Main activities
% training of tourism personnel
+ exchange of good practices
* joint festivals
+ cross-border tourism initiatives

+
+
+
+
+
+

NATURAL ATTRACTIONS
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Bulgaria

+ Wild Peony Site Protected Area

4+ White Stone Protected Area

4+ Pladnishteto Protected Area

+ Golemiya Kamak Natural Landmark

4+ Strandzha Nature Park

4+ Veleka River

+ Veleka Estuary

+ Silkosiya Reserve

4+ Dokuzak Waterfall
Turkey

+ Dupnisa Cave
+ Longoz Forests

* igneada Longoz Milli Parki

SUGGESTED TOURIST ITINERARIES

Route 1

"The Thracian Way"

Sredets > Malko Tarnovo = Mishkova Niva = Vize = The Ancient Theater

Route 2

"Strandja Without Borders"

Sredets - Byala Voda = Brashlyan - Malko Tarnovo = Ineada - Longozkite Forests
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Route 3

"Culinary Heritage"

Sredets - Local Producers - Malko Tarnovo - Vize - Kaynardzha

Route 4

"Monasteries and Spiritual Centers"

Malko Tarnovo = Vize - Ayazmo St. Nicholas - Historical Religious Sites
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ANNEX 1
CODE OF THE RESPONSIBLE TOURIST

Motto:
"Visit with respect, leave only good memories."

This Code defines the principles of responsible behavior of visitors to the territory of the
municipalities of Sredets, Malko Tarnovo, Vize and Kaynardzha.

I. ATTITUDE TOWARDS NATURE

Every tourist should:

preserve natural resources;

not throw waste outside designated areas;
use marked tourist routes;

not damage plant and animal species;

not collect protected plants;

not light fires outside permitted areas;
observe the regime of protected areas.

el S

Il. ATTITUDE TOWARDS CULTURAL HERITAGE

Tourists are obliged to:

respect local traditions and customs;

not damage archaeological and historical sites;
not leave inscriptions on cultural monuments;
observe the rules when visiting religious sites;
support the preservation of local cultural heritage.

FEFEEE

lll. ATTITUDE TOWARDS LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Tourists should:

+ respect local culture;
+ show tolerance towards different ethnic and religious groups;
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4 support local producers and artisans;
+ use the services of local businesses.

IV. RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION

It is recommended:

use of local products;

e

limiting the use of single-use plastic;
saving water and energy;
using environmentally friendly forms of transport.

V. CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION

Tourists contribute to:

+  intercultural dialogue;
+  learning about the Bulgarian and Turkish heritage;
+ v the development of sustainable tourism without borders.
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ANNEX Ne2

REGISTER OF THE MAIN TOURIST OBJECTS

MUNICIPALITY OF SREDETS

Cultural and historical sites
Historical Museum — Sredets

Ethnographic Museum Sredets

FEEE

Archaeological Reserve “Deultum — Debelt” Sredets

Monuments of megalithic culture — villages of Dolno Yabalkovo, Belevren and Kirovo,

Sredets municipality: Dolmen “Lozenski dol”; Dolmen “Pasha dere”; Dolmen "Vlahov

Dol"
Church "St. George"

=+

Natural sites
4+ Sredetska River
4+ Sredoka Reserve
4+ Strandzha nature trails

Events
4 Festival of Strandzha traditions
+ Traditional folk fights

MUNICIPALITY OF MALKO TARNOVO
Cultural and historical sites
4+ Historical Museum - Malko Tarnovo
+ Thracian sanctuary Mishkova Niva
4+ Dome tomb near Mishkova Niva
+ Church "Assumption of the Virgin Mary

Natural Sites
4+ Strandzha Nature Park
+ Silkosia Reserve
4+ Uzunbudzhak Reserve

Traditional rural architectural complexes
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+ Dokuzak Waterfall
4+ Veleka River

Events
+ Strandzha Song Festival
4 Strandzha Folklore Festivals

MUNICIPALITY OF ViZE

Historical Sites
4+ Ancient Theater of ViZE
4 Fortress Walls of ViZE
+ Little Hagia Sophia
4 St. Nicholas Monastery

Natural Sites
+ Dupnisa Cave
4+ Forest Eco-Trails
4+ Thracian Cultural Routes

Events

4 VIZE Cultural Festival
4 Festival of Local Crafts

MUNICIPALITY OF KAYNARCA

Cultural Sites

4 Historic Mosques

+ Traditional Thracian Villages

+ Local Ethnographic Exhibitions
Events

+ Festival of Local Cuisine

+ Festival of Agricultural Producers
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ANNEX Ne 3

TOURISM SERVICE QUALITY CHARTER

All tour operators, hoteliers, restaurateurs and service providers are committed to providing:

Basic standards

v safety

v’ accessibility

v correct information
v transparent prices

v’ high quality of service

v respect for cultural differences

v environmentally responsible management

Principles

Professionalism

The staff maintains a high level of competence and qualification.

Authenticity

The tourism products offered reflect the local identity.

Sustainability

The services are provided with minimal impact on the environment.
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ANNEX Ne 4

CHARTER FOR ACCESSIBLE TOURISM

Tourism should be accessible to all.

Target groups

v people with disabilities
v elderly people

v’ families with children

v socially vulnerable groups

Main measures

v’ accessible environment

v adapted tourist information
v/ multilingual navigation

v digital tourist services

v  accessible tourist routes
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development of sustainable tourism in the cross-border
region

"Thracian Heritage"
Mishkova Niva

Dome Tomb

Ancient Theater Vize
Archaeological Routes

Product 2

"Strandja Adventures"
Eco-trails

Cycling Routes

Bird Watching

Photo Tourism

Product 3

"Tastes of Strandja and Thrace"

Manov Honey
Dairy Products

Traditional Turkish Specialties

Wine Routes

Product 4

"Spirituality Without Borders"

Monasteries
Churches
Mosques
Sacred Places

Project acronym ENPORT STRANDJA
Interreg VI-A IPA Bulgaria-Tiirkiye 2021 - Project ID numbe BGTR0200037
2027 Project type Investment (including/not including supply)
ANNEX Ne 5
MAIN TOURIST THEMATIC PRODUCTS
Product 1
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opaaH.
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- Co-funded by Project title ENPORT STRANDJA - an integrated approach to the
Hierrey the European Union development of sustainable tourism in the cross-border
region

IDA Bulgaria « Turkiye

Project acronym ENPORT STRANDJA

Interreg VI-A IPA Bulgaria-Tiirkiye 2021 - Project ID numbe BGTR0200037

2027 Project type Investment (including/not including supphz

DECLARATION ON SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

We, the representatives of the municipalities of
Sredets, Malko Tarnovo, Vize and Kaynardzha, are
committed to developing tourism in a way that
preserves natural and cultural heritage, supports
local communities and creates sustainable
economic benefits for future generations.

Closing motto

"From Strandzha to Thrace - together we create a
sustainable future for tourism."

To3u dokymeHm e uszomeeH e pamkume Ha [jozogop 3a cybcudus Ne PA-02-29- 601/23.06.2025 2. 3a npedocmassHe Ha 6e3eb3me3dHa
¢uHaHcosa nomouw, 3a u3nvsaHeHue Ha npoekm Ne BGTR0200037 "ENPORT STRANDJA - an integrated approach to the development of
sustainable tourism in the crossborder region", acronym ENPORT STRANDJA, ¢uHaHcupaH no npoepamama (Interreg VI-A) IPA Bulgaria
Tirkiye 2021 — 2027 e. Lanama omzosopHocm 3a cbObp#aHuemo Ha O0OKymeHma ce Hocu om O6wuHa Cpedey U Mpu HUKAKeU
obcmoamesnicmea He Moxce 0a ce npuema, Ye mo3u OOKyMeHmM ompas3asa ouyuasHOmMo cmaHosuwe Ha Esponelickus cvro3 u [ozosapauua
Op2aH.
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Co-funded by Project title
" lle"ev the European Union

ENPORT STRANDJA - an integrated approach to the
development of sustainable tourism in the cross-border
region

IDA guigaria - Turkiye
Project acronym

ENPORT STRANDJA

Interreg VI-A IPA Bulgaria-Tirkiye 2021 - Project ID numbe

BGTR0200037

2027 .
0 Project type

Investment (including/not including supply)

OBUHOCT YCTOWYMBOCT

CPE[IEL| » MAJIKO TbPHOBO
BU3E  KAMHAPIXA

o, 2. Z \" - e‘a\"p
Ha kyamhp

NPUPOAA  KYNTYPA

DOGA KOLTOR ~ TOPLUM  ISBIRLIGI  SURDOROLEBILIRLIK

\\ SREDETS * MALKO TARNOVO /
M. KAYM
e =\ =

< Riltir bir, 9%

To3u dokymeHm e uszomeeH e pamkume Ha [jozogop 3a cybcudus Ne PA-02-29- 601/23.06.2025 2. 3a npedocmassHe Ha 6e3eb3me3dHa
¢uHaHcosa nomouw, 3a u3nvsaHeHue Ha npoekm Ne BGTR0200037 "ENPORT STRANDJA - an integrated approach to the development of
sustainable tourism in the crossborder region", acronym ENPORT STRANDJA, ¢uHaHcupaH no npoepamama (Interreg VI-A) IPA Bulgaria

Tirkiye 2021 — 2027 e. Lanama omzosopHocm 3a CbObpHaHuemo Ha O0OKymeHma ce Hocu om O6wuHa Cpedey

u npu HUKakeu

obcmoamesncmea He Mmoxce 0a ce npuema, 4e mo3u doxymeHm ompasasa od)uquanHomo cmaHosuwe Ha Esponeﬁcxun cvt03 u fozosapawusa

opaaH.
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Co-funded by
HiLers cy the European Union

Project title

ENPORT STRANDJA - an integrated approach to the
development of sustainable tourism in the cross-border
region

IDA guigaria - Turkiye

Project acronym

ENPORT STRANDJA

Interreg VI-A IPA Bulgaria-Tirkiye 2021 -

Project ID numbe

BGTR0200037

2027

Project type

Investment (including/not including supply)

NATURE
PROTECTION

CULTURAL
HERITAGE

LOCAL
COMMUNITIES

‘A\NABLM

_gORDER DE
0“055 B STIN, I

K

ACROSS BORDERS

SREDETS * MALKO TARNOVO

We VIZE « KAYNARCA ,\@?«'
4’4)0050\ \’ e

I¥E cutrype, one SUSTY

4 /0"

COOPERATION SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT

N
W

To3u dokymeHm e uszomeeH e pamkume Ha [jozogop 3a cybcudus Ne PA-02-29- 601/23.06.2025 2. 3a npedocmassHe Ha 6e3eb3me3dHa
¢uHaHcosa nomouw, 3a u3nvsaHeHue Ha npoekm Ne BGTR0200037 "ENPORT STRANDJA - an integrated approach to the development of
sustainable tourism in the crossborder region", acronym ENPORT STRANDJA, ¢uHaHcupaH no npoepamama (Interreg VI-A) IPA Bulgaria
Tirkiye 2021 — 2027 e. Lanama omzosopHocm 3a cbObp#aHuemo Ha O0OKymeHma ce Hocu om O6wuHa Cpedey U Mpu HUKAKeU
obcmoamesicmaa He Moxce 0a ce npuema, Ye mosu OOKyMeHmM ompasAasa ouyuansHoOmo cmaHosuwe Ha Esponelickus cvro3 u [ozosapauus

opaaH.
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